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Early Years 

School of the Year 

2022! 

 

The ‘family’ of 8 Local 

Authority Nursery Schools to 

which we belong (The 

Birmingham Federation of 

Maintained Nursery Schools) 

was awarded ‘Early Years 

School of the Year 2022’ back 

in the Summer. 

 

We are now excitedly looking 

forward to the physical 

awards being delivered to 

each of the 9 schools in the 

coming weeks. We’ll be sure 

to share this event on our 

social media links when ours 

arrives at Allens Croft! 

DATES FOR YOUR DIARY: 

Please note that nursery will be closed for staff 

training on the following dates: 

Friday 21st October 2022 

Monday 5th December 2022 

Friday 17th February 2023 

Friday 21st July 2023 

Autumn Half Term 

Monday 24th October to Friday 28th October 

Limited Daycare places are available. Please 

collect a letter if you have not already received 

one.    

We would like to extend a warm welcome to our 

new and returning Allens Croft Families. 

The children have amazed us by settling in so 

well. We are very proud of them all. 



SAFEGUARDING 

We Take Safeguarding Seriously 

Safeguarding is of the Utmost Importance to Us  

Our school is committed to safeguarding and promoting the wellbeing of all children. We 
expect our staff, students and volunteers to share this commitment. 

Under procedures laid down by the Education Authority, the Head Teacher is               
responsible for child protection and has a legal obligation to take appropriate action 
where non-accidental injury or abuse of any kind is suspected. It is the duty of every 
adult coming into contact with the children to refer any concerns regarding a child's    
welfare to the Designated Safeguarding Lead (DSL). Our Designated Safeguarding 
Leads are: 

 David Aldworth 

 Laura O’Neill  

 Amanda Smith 

 Claire Thorns  

 Hannah Clay 

 Julie McCarthy 

 Kelly Penman 
 
If you have any concerns that a child has been harmed, is at risk of harm, or you receive 
a disclosure, please contact staff at our main reception as soon as possible and ask to 
speak to one of the designated persons named above. Our first priority is your child's 
welfare and therefore there may be occasions when our concern about your child means 
that we must consult other agencies even before we contact you. The procedures we 
follow have been laid down by the Birmingham Safeguarding Children Board. The school 
may disclose your child's personal data to statutory bodies where we consider it 
necessary within the requirements of the Data Protection Act.  

A copy of our Safeguarding and Child Protection Policy (Sept 2022) is available on our 
website.  

https://allenscn.sch.life/Page/Detail/school-policies-1 

 

If anything concerns you or worries you, please report it to us 
immediately on (0121) 675 0362 

Safeguarding is everyone's responsibility. 

 

eSafety is constantly in the news and of growing importance to us all. You may find these 

websites helpful in supporting your child when using the internet. 

www.nspcc.org.uk/preventing-abuse/keeping-children-safe/online-safety 

www.thinkuknow.co.uk/parents 

 

MOBILE PHONES  

Our e-Safety policy stipulates that mobile phones are not allowed in nursery, this         

includes staff, visitors and parents.  We ask you not to use your phone in the building.  

http://www.nspcc.org.uk/preventing-abuse/keeping-children-safe/online-safety
http://www.thinkuknow.co.uk/parents


COLLECTION TIMES: 

Our nursery session times are: 

9am—12midday (doors will open at 11:55am) 

12midday—3:00pm (doors will open at 2:55pm) 

9:00—3:00pm (doors will open at 2:55pm) 

PLEASE NOTE—We open the nursery door at 11:45am on Wednesdays, due to the 

large number of children that are collected on this day. Your child MUST be         

collected by 12pm at the latest.  This is to ensure a safe and calm experience for 

the children that arrive in the afternoon. Please note that children arriving for their 

Wednesday afternoon session will not be accepted into nursery until 12:00pm. 

AFTERNOON COLLECTIONS: 

All children must be collected by 3pm. If you are late, you may be charged. If you 

require After School Club provision, please speak to the Nursery Office. 

CLOTHES: 

All children need to bring a bag with at least one full change of clothes. This bag 
and all of the contents must be clearly labelled with you child’s name. 

Please put your child’s name in ALL items of clothing, including shoes and coats, 
as well as their bags and lunch boxes. If your child has been changed into nursery 

spare clothing, please return these as quickly as possible. If you have any unwanted 
pants, socks or trousers, please donate them to nursery. Thank You. 

LUNCHES:   

Please see the attached ‘Healthy Lunch boxes’ leaflet and Menu for the hot school 
lunches. Please ensure that any grapes or cherry tomatoes are cut in half,  

lengthways, for safety reasons. This includes pre-packed fruit. You will need to put 
a spoon into your child’s lunch box if they have a food items that requires them to 

use a spoon. 

Please do not send nuts into nursery with your child as we frequently have 
children with severe allergies to these. 



DRINKS 

Please make sure that your child brings a drinks bottle, filled with water, into    

nursery with them that is clearly labelled with their name. If your child has a 

packed lunch at nursery, they will need to bring a second drink with them to drink 

with their lunch. Please do not bring ‘Fruit Shoots’ or similar drinks that damage 

children’s teeth. Children that have hot lunches will be provided with a drink of 

water. 

NURSERY PLACES JANUARY 2022 

If you know a child who will be 3 between 1st September 2022 and 31st December 

2022 they are entitled to a 15 hour per week nursery place. If they match the      

criteria, they may be entitled to a 30 hour places. Please request a waiting list form 

from the Nursery Office. 

If you know a child who will be aged 2 between 1st September 2022 and 31st       

December 2022 and is looking for Nursery provision for January 2023, they may be 

eligible for a 2 year funded place with us. Please speak to our admin office here at 

Allens Croft for the funding criteria. 

 

RECEPTION PLACES FOR PRIMARY SCHOOL 

If your child turns 4 years old between 1st September 2022 and 31st August 2023, 

they are due to start Primary School in September 2023. You will need to apply 

online at : 

 www.birmingham.gov.uk/info/20119/school_admissions/1786/

apply_for_reception_primary_school  

or 

https://www.birmingham.gov.uk/schooladmissions  

 

https://www.birmingham.gov.uk/schooladmissions


Follow us on 

Instagram and Facebook 

for lots of fun and informative content. 

The Early Years Foundation Stage Curriculum 

As a Nursery School, we follow the Early Years Foundation Stage Curriculum, known 

as the EYFS. This framework was updated in September 2021 and places a great  

emphasis on the benefits of teachers supporting children’s learning and lessens the 

pressures to evidence their learning in a written form. However, we will continue to 

share one in depth observation, which we call a ‘Learning Story’ with you through 

Tapestry (online) every term. 

You can access the new EYFS framework at: 

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/early-years-foundation-stage-

framework--2 

PARENT CONSULTATIONS: 

We will soon be offering you the opportunity to meet with your child’s teacher at a 

drop in parents’ meeting. During these ten minute consultations, your child’s teacher 

will be updating you on how your child has settled into nursery and you will be able 

to ask any questions that you may have.  

We plan to offer these sessions shorty after the October half-term break. 

These dates will be published in the coming days. 



SICKNESS 

If your child is ill, please ring us on (0121) 675 0362 to tell us what is wrong. We 

need to keep a check on child illness to make sure we are following the correct 

guidelines. If your child has sickness/ diarrhoea they must not come into nursery 

until this has cleared. Your child needs to remain at home 48 hours after the last 

episode of sickness/ diarrhoea. 

COVID-19 

We continue to follow the Public Health England guidelines regarding COVID-19. If 

your child tests positive for COVID-19, they should isolate for 3 days. Please inform 

us of this. 

 

TAPESTRY 

Tapestry is our online learning journal, which means that you can be a ‘fly on the 

wall’ and see snapshots of your child’s play and learning whilst they are at nursery. 

You should have received an activation email to follow and log in for the first time. 

The Tapestry website is Tapestry - Log In (eylj.org)  There is also an App that you 

can download via your App Store.  

If you haven’t been able to access, please speak to your key teacher or  our  

admin team. 

 GOVERNING BOARD 

Information about our Governing Body, including the current members, can be 

found on our website: https://allenscn.sch.life/ 

Since September 2018, Allens Croft Nursery School has been a member of the 

Birmingham Federation of Maintained Nursery Schools. We are 1 of 9 schools that 

report to a single Governing Board. Our Executive Head Teacher, David Aldworth, is 

also responsible for Shenley Fields Nursery School in Northfield. 

 

 

https://eylj.org/


Curriculum Update 

Both returning and new children have begun the year very well and are settling nicely into their key groups 
with their teachers. As a team we have worked together to really fine tune our areas within nursery to meet 
the needs of new and returning children. We take a child led approach to learning and teaching, allowing us to 
tune into the interests of individual children. Our philosophy promotes open-ended learning and for this rea-
son you will find lots of loose parts, repurposed and natural objects throughout nursery. 

The main interests that are currently observed in nursery are: 

Studio - Within our arts studio, children have enjoyed the different textures of the various resources 
provided by practitioners; cooked and uncooked pasta, playdough, gloop, glitter and glue, to name but a 
few! Within the area we call our ‘message centre’, the children have been mark making, practicing their 
pencil grip and giving meaning to their marks. Many children have been interested in producing self-
portraits as well as illustrations of close family members. Painting is currently provided every day by 
the practitioners, as the children have really enjoyed exploring this with both one-handed tools and 
their hands, often as a sensory experience. Messy, hands-on play is an essential part of child develop-
ment for children of nursery age. 

 
Blocks – The blocks have been utilised by the children to build ramps to motivate the movement of model 

cars. We have been encouraging them to rehearse the use of their gross (large) motor skills as they 
build pathways for themselves and one another. Transport of all types appear to be of particular inter-
est to them at the current time and we are observing this closely. The children are speedily developing 
their vocabulary and applying this appropriately. The words ‘ready, steady, go” have been heard excit-
edly echoing around nursery. 

 
Library – The children have really enjoyed the array of books that we have available for them to access. 

We select texts that cater for all interests, to stimulate the children’s imagination and develop their 
love of early reading. Many of our books celebrate the value of friends and families, of all composi-
tions. We have a story of the week, chosen by the children, that we return to frequently. These often 
contain repeated refrains that children love to join in with. You may well have heard a few of these be-
ing repeated at home! We also provide props, such as dressing up materials, small-world story sets and 
puppets to facilitate the children’s re-enactment of events. These resources allow the children to 
build confidence and work in small groups, exploring the voices, actions and antics of the characters. 

 
Garden – The forest garden is particularly enjoyed, as the children utilise the bug finder resources to ex-

plore the area and seek out different mini-beasts. Thy use books, checklists and even internet search-
es to identify what they find. The children have been most careful with the creatures they unearth, 
showing empathy for their vulnerability and have been keen to learn more about them. They have also 
built their own ‘bug hotel’ with an adjoining seating area from where they can observe. 

 Within the physical area, on the lower tier of the garden, children have enjoyed playing chasing games, 
building friendships as they laugh and play with their peers and practitioners in the early Autumn sun-
shine. They have also been enjoying the apparatus, strengthening their large muscle groups and over-
coming physical challenges. At the top of the garden, children have used the crates to create path-
ways, to play ‘the floor is lava’ and to build secret dens as a safe place to hide from the lava. 

 The beach area is the ideal place for the children to engage together and build sandcastles, dig, and 
hide/ discover ‘treasure’. Practitioners have provided one-handed tools for the children to master. We 
have been focusing on the development of their hand-eye coordination, and their problem-solving abili-
ties as they seek to transport the sand from one place to another. This is one of a number of schemat-
ic interests that we have observed recently. Learn more about schematic play here: https://
education.gov.scot/parentzone/Documents/nih058-Parentzone-Booklet.pdf 

Above all else, we are focussed on every child enjoying a happy, fun filled and memorable experience with us.  

Please follow our Facebook and Instagram pages where we often post content that allows you to support your 
child at home; songs and signs of the week being just one example. Thank you for your support. 

https://education.gov.scot/parentzone/Documents/nih058-Parentzone-Booklet.pdf
https://education.gov.scot/parentzone/Documents/nih058-Parentzone-Booklet.pdf


Sandwich / Wrap / Cold Pasta  

 Banana sandwich with wholemeal bread 

 Tuna & Sweetcorn wholemeal roll 

 Pasta Salad 

 Cheese, Ham, Lettuce Pitta 

 Red Pepper & grated carrot wrap 

We are politely asking all families to bring in a cold ‘picnic style’ lunch for 

your child. Please see below some suggestions... 

Snack 

 Small box of raisins 

 Reduced Sugar Yoghurt 

 Malt Loaf 

 Cheese Triangle 

  Vegetable Crisps 

 

Fruit / Veg 

 Apple 

 Grapes (PLEASE CUT EACH 

GRAPE INTO 4) 

 Orange 

 Banana 

 Cucumber / Carrot / Pepper /               

Celery Sticks 

 Plum / Peach 

 

 



It may take a while for your child to get used to a healthier lunchbox but keep trying.  

 Get your children involved in preparing and choosing what goes in their lunchbox. They're more likely to eat 

it if they helped prepare it. 

 

 Introduce different types of fruit and vegetables—keep it interesting for your children! 

 

 Role model—eat similar foods to your children. Your little one is less likely to eat or try a food if you also 

don’t like it. 

 

 Read supermarket food labels to help you buy healthier foods for your child's lunch and family mealtimes 

 

 TOP TIP: On average, you have to try a food 11 TIMES before you know you really don’t like it! 

It’s important to make trying new foods FUN and a positive experience! Remember to praise your children 

for trying, and never force them to eat something they don’t want to. 

 

 Show children a new food a few times before you ask them to taste it. 

 

 Put new foods with familiar foods they like, e.g. a new fruit in familiar yoghurt. 

 

 Taste the food with the children. 

 

 Offer one new food at a time. 

 

 Choose brightly coloured foods with mild flavours and interesting textures. 

 

 Give foods special names, e.g. calling broccoli ‘mini trees’. 

http://www.nhs.uk/Livewell/Goodfood/Pages/food-labelling.aspx

